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Inside This Issue:   

Toastmasters from across District 8 came together in St. Louis for the 

Fall Conference November 20th and 21st.  Twice a year the district has 

the opportunity to gather together to conduct business, to have fun, to 

learn in the educational sessions and to enjoy the district contest finals.     

Friday night festivities included a performance of ñToastmasters in the 

Skyò.  We were all asked to sing along with a special Toastmasters 

version of the classic Johnny Cash song ñRiders in the Skyò before the 

Table Topics Finals.  The evening also included some Tall Tales with 

each table given a cartoon character and a short time to brainstorm about 

the story to share.  With the audience as judges, Porky Pig was selected 

as the ñwinnerò of the special Tall Tales event.  But the highlight of the 

evening was the Table Topics contest.  Four contestants were asked to 

address congress to have the turkey designated as the national bird.  All 

had interesting answers and pleas for the turkey.  First place trophy went 

to Jerry Hoeflein. 

Past District Governor Barbara Kryvko 

started Saturday morning off with the 

ceremonial ñroastò of the Immediate Past 

District Governor Tony Gartner.  Tony took 

his seat on the stage as Toastmasters from 

around the district shared stories of 

experiences with him and about him.  In 

addition to the stories, Tony received his 

share of hugs, kisses and donôt forget to ask 

him about his new T-shirt.   

Saturday included a business meeting, choices of educational 

sessions and an opportunity to bid on the collection of creative baskets 

donated by clubs from around the district.  As the festivities moved into 

the evening, the dignitaries  paraded in and dinner began followed by the 

keynote speaker, Willie Johnson with his presentation ñItôs Possibleðto 
(Continued on page 10) 

Motiv-8 Today to Cre-8 A Better Tomorrow 
Fall Conference Highlights 

Joann York, CC ALB 
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If your Club recruits the most new, dual, or reinstated members from 

November 1 through January 15, your Club will receive $50 from the District 

toward a celebratory pizza party!  Please make it a Club goal to implement an 

idea from the list entitled "Hundreds of Membership Building Ideas" at http://

www.dist8tm.org/docs/membuild.doc  . . . or cre-8 and implement your own 

membership idea. During the month of December, each Club is strongly 

encouraged to host a Holiday open house.  This is an excellent time to invite 

those members who didn't pay their renewals in October, as well as to invite 

new prospects. 

The Club Business and District Business sections of Toastmasters International website will be 

inaccessible from December 17th through January 4th because of the physical inventory at World 

Headquarters.  No new member applications or educational award applications will be processed during 

those 19 days.  However, Clubs still may take applications, collect dues/

fees from new members and vote them into their Clubs.  It is suggested 

that the Clubs then hold on to the paper applications and submit the 

membership applications online beginning January 5th.  Likewise, 

members may complete their educational awards, provide the VPE or other 

Club officer with the information needed to submit the award online, and 

then the award may be submitted online beginning January 5th and the 

new members will receive their materials shortly thereafter. ƴ 

Pizza Party Membership Contest Extended!  

Talk Up Toastmasters!   

The next membership contest on the horizon is of course, the Talk Up Toastmasters contest from 
February 1 ï March 31.  Add five or more new, dual or reinstated members to your roster between 
February 1 and March 31, to receive a special Talk Up Toastmasters ribbon to display on your clubôs 

banner.   

2009 Smedley Award winners!  

The clubs adding five or more new, dual or reinstated members between August 1 and September 

30, 2009 are: 

Club #   Divison  Area  Club Name    New Members  

00000503  E   07  Capital Toastmasters Club   5  
00004431  B   20  Mastertoasters Club   6  
00008974  F   15  Uptick Talkers    6  
00009643  E   21  Talu Toastmasters Club   6  

01151058  B   20  St Charles County Club   6  

Congratulations to these clubs for their recruiting efforts.  Please display your 2009 Smedley 
Award ribbon proudly on your club banner. ƴ 

Membership Contest Awards!  
By John Barry, DTM ñLt. Governor Marketing  

http://www.dist8tm.org/docs/membuild.doc
http://www.dist8tm.org/docs/membuild.doc
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ñI am so nervous.ò  ñWhat can I tell this group of people about myself and 

why I am here?ò  ñWill they like me?ò  ñWill they óbooô me off the stage?ò  

ñCan I figure out a way to tell them something they will want to listen to?ò 

Does this sound like the thoughts of someone about to give their Ice 

Breaker speech?  Actually, they were my thoughts when I first entered the 

room for a Toastmasters meeting where I was to be the club coach. 

For many of us, a new adventure will often give us feelings of being 

unsure, regardless of the years of experience we may have.  However, if 

you like a challenge, if you want to try something new, if you want to be 

involved in turning around a club and leading them to success, then being 

a club coach is the opportunity for you. 

It has been my privilege to be a club coach for a Toastmasters club.  The experience allowed me to work 

with the members and help the club become ñDistinguishedò.  It was work.  It did require some extra time, 

but it was so rewarding and very enjoyable.  Working side by side with my co-coach we were able to get 

people excited again about being in Toastmasters.  We were able to help the club find ways to have fun 

and worthwhile educational meetings. 

Over a period of about one year my co-coach and I attended club meetings, shared ideas, worked on 

ways to improve meetings, and discussed ways to increase club membership and participation.  During 

that time we both had experiences that showed us more about Toastmasters.  We recognized why it is so 

beneficial, and why people want to come and be a part of a group whose goals are to make everyone a 

better speaker and leader.  For myself, I found I grew more in my own efforts to enhance my skills.  I also 

developed a sense of accomplishment helping others become part of a successful club. 

Could you do something like this?  Could you provide the guidance for a club to succeed in reaching their 

goals?  I say, ñYes you can!ò 

Club coaching is all about taking your knowledge, your excitement about your Toastmasters experience 

and sharing them with others.  It is about helping guide a club in their efforts and leading it into becoming 

a ñDistinguishedò club. 

As District 8ôs Club Coach Chair for 2009 ï 2010, I am looking for clubs that may be in need of a coach.  

Currently, 26 clubs in District 8 are on the list as eligible for a club coach.  I approach each club about 

what it means to have a coach.  Once the club agrees to have the assistance I pair them up with the right 

coach(es) to help them become a distinguished club. 

If you would like to be a part of helping a club or would like more information on club coaching, please 

contact me via email at wayne_allen@mastercard.com or by calling 636-722-6667. ƴ 

To Coach or Not to Coach  
Wayne Allen, DTM 

mailto:wayne_allen@mastercard.com
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District 8 2009 Fall Conference  
    

 

Humorous Speech Contest �³ (left to right) Mark Mahan 3rd place, 

Margaret Walker 1st place, and Kim Polansky 2nd place  












